
Over 80 of our students attended Christian 

summer camps this year.  And three of our 

students participated in mission trips to 

Uganda and Honduras thanks to gracious gifts 

from sponsors.   

Sergio and Kiara went to Uganda and Kenya, 

and Keith went to Honduras.  Both witnessed 

hundreds of lives changed by Christ. 

Their six-week trip began at Teen Missions in 

Merritt Island, Florida where they spent two 

weeks preparing for their mission trip and  

learning how to live successfully in a foreign 

culture and spend much time in worship and 

Bible study.   

All three are so incredibly thankful for a 

chance to travel and witness for Christ. 

We have much to be thankful for this year. 

Enrollment Is Up 

The school’s enrollment is up 25% this year 

with 135 students.  Our volunteer staff con-

tinues to grow as more and more of you con-

nect with our children.  Our prayer partner 

ministry has over 250 folks dedicated to pray-

ing for our children daily.   

New Trustees 

Our new board of trustees are energetically 

guiding the school forward.  Each new board 

member has added talents in so many differ-

ent areas of expertise. 

Graduates Honored 

Once again one of our graduates, graduated 

with honors from French Camp Academy, a 

boarding school in Mississippi.  Our graduates 

are well-equipped for entering high school.   

Facilities Improved 

Our facilities have got a much needed make-

over thanks 

to local 

churches.  

Our class-

rooms have 

new paint.  

Our school 

grounds have 

a much needed grassy area to play in.  Our 

playground has new swings and a picnic table . 

Our Parents Give Thanks As Well 

“I love this school.  I hate it that it is (my 

son’s) last year.” 

“I feel more safe with her at the school.” 

“The food program gives my child a meal, 

even if I am unable to provide the cost. 

 

Godõs hand is on the work at the school.   

And we are so grateful for his blessings 

each day. 

School Staff  
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Miss Doris Thornton 

ñ Our Second 

Grade Teacher 

Volunteers Make a Difference! 

Dormitories Opening in 2008 

Miss Thorntonõs Story 
Miss Doris Thornton, our 

second grade teacher, is 

the only faculty member 

that has been with the 

school from almost the 

beginning.  Her love for her 

children in her class is evi-

dent.  She moved to Mem-

phis to teach here at the 

school from Hamilton, 

Ohio. 

Because of her, many chil-

dren transition into better 

students.  And parents be-

come better parents be-

cause Miss Thornton en-

courages them to be more 

involved with their chil-

dren’s homework and 

school activities.   

In addition, to her work at 

the school, she also assists  

parents of our Sudanese 

children with English as a 

second language.  As the 

parents learn English they 

are better able to assist 

their children with their 

school work. 

She is an avid reader and 

loves music and both of 

these interests are on dis-

play in her classroom.   

Like all of our staff, she  

thinks of her work at the 

school as her ministry.   

The school surrounds each 

child with a support base of 

teachers like Miss Thornton 

who genuinely care for 

each child and who pray for 

and with them each day. 

mitories for 14 girls and 14 

boys.  Each dorm will house 

Christian couples  who will 

live in a small apartment in 

the dorm and be responsi-

ble for the children.   Com-

munity role models will 

also be assigned to  provide 

each child with a forward 

looking perspective to pre-

If you have driven 

by the school lately, 

you have noticed 

that the girls dormi-

tory is near com-

pletion and the 

boys dormitory 

next to the railroad tracks 

on Tillman has begun!  The 

buildings will serve as dor-

pare them to become 

productive citizens in their 

community.  This concept, 

an urban school with an on-

site dorm, is believed to be 

one of the first of its kind in 

the U.S.   

The girl’s dormitory should 

open January 2008.   

prayer needs and praises.  

Often prayer partners will 

spend time at lunch or dur-

ing class parties with the 

children they are assigned.   

Over the last six months, 

church groups have almost 

completely repainted the 

school’s exterior and inte-

rior as well as remodeled 

the kitchen, constructed a 

new play area with swings 

and a picnic table, and built 

several benches for our 

children to sit on outside. 

Over 75 volunteers come 

on a regular basis to do 

everything from serving 

lunch, to being classroom 

sponsors, to tutoring, to 

teaching art and music - 

you name it, they do it.    

In addition, over 250 prayer 

partners are linked to indi-

vidual children.  Each 

month, each child identifies 

Girls  

Dormitory 

Nears  

Completion 

T N S  S C H O O L  N E W S  

Volunteers Painting  
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Binghampton has one Memphis’  

highest poverty and crime rates.  

70% of the population is under 

the poverty level.  60% of the 

householders are female with 

no male present. 

The single parent wage earner 

has limited access 

to outside re-

sources and can 

only make a weak 

contribution to the 

family’s economic well-being.   

 

Binghampton suffers from a 

higher rate of anti-social behav-

ior, public drinking/drug use, 

public drug sales, loitering, and 

truancy.  Not surprisingly, Bing-

hampton has one of the highest 

risk for early childhood devel-

opment requiring more intense 

supportive intervention.   

 

The Neighborhood School’s 

mission is to lead these children 

to Christ and nurture them 

spiritually, mentally and physi-

cally so they will grow up to 

productive citizens.  Here are 

quotes from our parents: 

“My child has the freedom 

to pray...The small class 

size gives more opportuni-

ties to assist those needing 

extra help.” 

“The teachers genuinely 

are and love each child.” 

the history of the school, just 

click on “About Us”.  

Want to know the upcoming 

events at the school?  Check 

out “Events” which has a calen-

dar with all the key dates for 

the school. 

If you just wanted to know all 

about volunteering, click on 

“We Need You”.  Plus, see 

Want to check out upcoming 

events at the school?  Check it 

out our new website at 

www.tnsmemphis.org.  

The site is designed specifically 

for those wanting to know 

more about the school.  Plus, 

there are special links for our 

volunteers and for donors. 

If you wanted to know about 

photos of our faculty and staff 

by clicking on 

“Faculty and Staff”. 

 

  

hood.  The news reporter sug-

gested that one way to take 

back our neighborhoods was to 

pray for it.   

Jo Walt, the school’s founder,  

was quoted as saying, "This is 

taking back the neighborhood. 

We believe by reaching children 

from 4-years-old and up that 

they can live a different life 

from ones that so many people 

in the neighborhood live."  

For the past 14 years, the  

school has been giving back by 

providing a Christian education 

for hundreds of youngsters in 

the area.  

Check out the video on their 

website by typing “The 

Neighborhood School” in the 

search box to see the link. 

Channel Five recently visited 

the school for a story on 

“taking back our neighbor-

hoods.”   

Ben Watson, news reporter for 

Channel Five, sat in on the 

school’s regular Monday prayer 

time from 3:30 to 4:30 PM.  

During that time, staff and oth-

ers meet to pray for the school 

and the Binghampton neighbor-

Our Play-

ground 

Take Back Our Neighborhoods - Channel 5 News 

NEW SCHOOL WEBSITE 

Check out our new 

website at 

www.tnsmemphis.org 
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nately, God has provided through 

you in astounding ways through-

out the years. 

You can send your donation to: 

The Neighborhood School, P.O. 

Box 11109, Memphis, TN 38111. 

Partners Program 

This year we have seen the great 

benefit of our Partners Program.  

A Partner provides the funding 

You Can Make a Difference 

We are funded by individuals, 

churches, and foundations that 

believe in what we are doing.   

We rely on your support particu-

larly at this time of year.  The 

school would like to purchase 

two mini-busses to transport our 

children safely home and to see 

the world outside Binghampton.  

We are in real need of a school 

counselor to provide guidance to 

children for anger management 

and to deal with issues unique to 

children in our neighborhood.   

And we would love to continue 

to provide our children the op-

portunity to serve on mission 

trips locally and globally.  Fortu-

for educating a child for one year 

or $5,000.  The partner may 

choose to receive updates on 

their student or connect with the 

child.  Either way the child bene-

fits from knowing that someone 

really cares.  Call Mary Dicken at 

the school for more information. 

Year End Wrap Up 

As the year winds down, don’t 

forget year-end giving alternatives 

such as stocks, property, or gifts-

in-kind.  Donation of appreciated 

assets can provide tax advantages 

to you as well as resources to 

advance the kingdom of Christ 

here in Binghampton.   

Please consider giving to the 

school today!. 

175 North Tillman Street 

Memphis, TN 38111 

Phone: 901-323-4092 

Fax: 901-888-7952 

 

We Need You! ï Support a Childôs Education 

òI can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens me.ó 

The Neighborhood School  

Weõre on the web! 

www.tnsmemphis.org 
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